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Introduction 

 

Council would like to thank the Department of Planning and Environment (the 

Department) for the opportunity to comment on Greater Macarthur 2040: An Interim 

plan for the Greater Macarthur Growth Area (the Plan) and the accompanying Special 

Infrastructure Contributions scheme (SIC). 

 

Whilst only a small portion of the Camden LGA is located within the Growth Area (ie. 

Glenee), future population growth will impact on the surrounding area. As a result, 

Camden Council has prepared its response to the Plan in a broad sense that considers 

the Plan’s impacts on the Camden LGA.  

 

The comments below relate to the chapters contained in the Plan. 

 

Executive Summary 

 

• It is recommended that the Executive Summary include an emphasis on the proposed 

transport plans for the area. This would help reinforce the project’s integration with, and 

the ability to support, proposed and existing infrastructure. 

 

• Currently the Executive Summary includes two figures - Figure 1 Urban Renewal (the 

northern portion of the Plan) and Figure 2 Urban Release (the southern portion of the 

Plan). The Figures would benefit from a preamble to explain the different ways in which 

Urban Renewal areas and Urban Release areas are developed. 

 

• In addition to Figures 1 and 2, an image showing the broader context would assist. This 

image could illustrate how the Greater Macarthur area will sit within the broader 

changes planned for the area including Western Sydney Aerotropolis, the Outer 

Sydney Orbital and planned rail extensions to South West Growth Areas. 

 

Vision 

 

• As discussed above an image showing greater context would be welcomed. This image 

could illustrate how the Greater Macarthur Area will sit within the broader changes 

planned for the area. The current Figure 3 - Regional Context, lacks a key to explain 

the surrounding area and proposed infrastructure. 

 

Place 

 

• It is Council’s understanding that the Place chapter sets out guidance for the 

subheadings Heritage, Public Domain, Land Ownership, Regional Infrastructure and 

Utilities. 
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• The outline of goals for each Urban Renewal area and each Urban Release area is 

welcomed as it provides strategic guidance for stakeholders. 

 

• Some subheadings, for example Heritage, have their associated Planning Principles 

located on the proceeding page. This creates confusion because it appears that the 

Planning Principles relate to the proceeding subheading. This issue repeats itself 

throughout the document under the chapters for Landscape, Built Form and Land Use. 

 

Landscape 

 

• It is Council’s understanding that the Place chapter sets out guidance for the 

subheadings Landscape Character, Biodiversity, Sustainable Design, Open Space 

Green Grid and Tree Canopy (recreation walking and cycling), Water, Bushfire, Waste 

and Air Quality. 

 

• Development within the growth area has the potential to impact on aquatic habitats of 
the Nepean River and water quality within the system. The Nepean River is an 
important natural and cultural landmark with economic, social, recreational and 
biodiversity values. It is recommended that the Plan consider measures to minimise the 
impact of development on waterways through the implementation of water sensitive 
urban design. 
 

• It is recommended that the $1 million grant program to fund community groups, 
landowners and councils to undertake koala research and build greater community 
awareness be increased especially if a habitat over or underpass is required on Appin 
Road. 
 

• It is recommended that provision be included in the Special Infrastructure Contribution 
schedule for a regional sporting precinct to support future growth. 
 

• It is recommended that open space along the Upper Canal be utilised where 

appropriate, for public open space in cooperation with Water NSW and relevant 

councils. 

 

• Reference to the NSW Government’s 5 Million Trees program and associated canopy 

target is welcomed, along with the development of a ‘Green Plan’ to assess open 

space, landscaping and canopy coverage. Council agrees that precinct planning should 

incorporate a 40% tree canopy cover, however a range of strategies such as 

appropriate building materials, green walls and street tree plantings should also be 

included. 

 

Built Form 

 

• Council welcomes the adoption of the Government Architect NSW’s Better Placed guide 
as part of Planning Principles for the Built Form. 
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Land Use 
 

• Approximately 16% of Camden’s residents work in the Campbelltown LGA making it the 

second most popular LGA for work (after Camden LGA) (Source: proifileID). The Plan 

should ensure there is no net loss of employment land, ie. in areas such as Ingleburn 

and Minto. This would be consistent with state government policy. 

 
Movement 
 

• Council acknowledges Figure 14 showing how the Greater Macarthur Area will integrate 
with proposed and existing transport in the area. A key or icons on the map with 
additional comments would help explain the figure. For example, the north south rail 
link (and rail stations) should be indicatively identified on the map as well as a 
connection from the proposed Outer Sydney Orbital to Appin Road and the Illawarra. 
 

• Council notes that the extension of Liz Kernohan Drive to the Hume Motorway and the 
Broughton Street overpass are included in the Special Infrastructure Contributions 
Scheme. These key links are integral to improve connectivity between the Greater 
Macarthur Area and the Camden LGA and are therefore supported. 
 

• Electrification of the existing rail line is noted however electrification should be extended 
all the way to Douglas Park or Picton. Connection to suburban rail is integral to support 
the proposed population growth. 
 
Implementation  
 

• Once this policy is refined an implementation toolkit, similar to the document Parramatta 
Road Corridor Urban Transformation, Planning and Design Guidelines should be 
developed for Glenfield, Macquarie Fields, Ingleburn, Minto, Leumeah, Campbelltown 
and Macarthur to facilitate development in the north of the Greater Macarthur Area. 
 

• Once this policy is refined an Indicative Layout Plan will need to be developed like that in 
the existing Growth Centres to facilitate development in the south of the Greater 
Macarthur Area. 


